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Abstract. This study aimed at ¢valuating the effectiveness of special education centers in the United
Arab Emirates. All of the special education centers (8) and a total of 82 teachers served as a sample for
the study. An insirument for evaluation of the effectiveness was constructed, it consisted of 119 iterns
in 7 categories: curriculum, administration, center characteristics, educational climate, community,
teaching and training, and teachers. The instrument was administered to the teachers, administrators,
and supervisors of the centers.

The result of the test for the total score showed there are only two centers considered to be
effective; they are Sharja Center & Khorfakkan Center. The results showed, with regard to the sub-
scales, that Abu Dhabi Center was effective in educational climate, Sharja Center in administration,
center characteristics, and teaching, Al Ain Center in center characteristics and community, and
Khorfakkan in curriculum, administration, center characteristics, educational climate, and commu-
nity. All of the other sub-scales were not effective.

The results of the analysis of variance showed that there are significant differences in the effec-
tiveness of the centers for the total score and for all of the sub-scales. The results also showed that the
problems which lessen teaching effectiveness are as follows: variation in students’ abilities, lack of
teacher training, unqualified administration, classroom space, and lack of parentel involvement.



