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IBN MAJID AND HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO MARITIME GEOGRAPHY
“ ABSTRACT "

Ibn Majid is considered as the pioneer of maritime geography during
the fifteenth century A. D. He was born in Gilivar on the western coast
of the Gulf of Oman. He decended from a Najdi family that lived in
central Arabia. His family was famous because most of its members
worked as ship pilots and sailors.

Ibn Majid was a voracious reader and prolific writer. He studied
literature, astronomy, mathematical and maritime geography. Oriental-
ists estimate that Ibn Majid wrote between thirty and forty books in the
second half of the fifteenth century ( 1462 — 1495 ) .

Prominent among his books is “ Kitab al - Fawa'id fi Ussool Ilm al-
Bahr wal Qawa’id. ” This book contains one hundred seventy six pages,
each of which has ninetten lines. The book consists of twelve chapters.

There is anoter important work by Ibn Majid, that is, Hawi’at al -
Ikhtisar fi’ Usool Ilm al-Bihar” This is a poetic transcript of more than
one thousand verses.

Ibn Majid’s fame is atributed to several factors; important among
which are :

1} His precise observations and his frequent sea travels.

2) His several geographic contrbutions which emphasised the importance
of maritime geography. Such contributions have laid the foundation
and development of this branch of geography.

3) The French Orientalist “Ferrand” discovered a text stating that it
was Ibn Majid who guided the Portuguese sailor Vasco De Gama to
India. This writer, however, is aware of the many questions and
doubts that can be raised by such a claim. Accordingly, further study
is needed before “Ferrand’s” statement can_be accepted.
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