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The Effect of Time and the Nature of the Subject
Matter on Retention

Rashid Hamed Alkatheery and Abdulrahman Altrairy
Assist. Prof., Curriculum & Instruction Dept.; Assist. Prof.,
Dept. of Psychology, College of Education, King Saud Uni-
versity, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Since educational achievement is affected by some factors, this study aimed
to find out the effect of time and the nature of the subject matter on reten-
tion and memorization. The sample of this study was composed of 2700 stu-
dents from elementary, intermediate and high schools in Riyadh city. A
pre-test and post-test were used over a period of three weeks.

The findings of the study showed that the elementary students’
achievement in science was affected by time, but this did not happen for
geography. The intermediate students’ achievement in science and figh (Is-
lamic law) was also affected by time. The high school students’ achievement
in biology and Arabic grammar were found to be affected by the time fac-
tor, but this was not true for mathematics and sociology.

The findings of the study demonstrated that the nature of the subject
matter has a major effect upon student achievement.



