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The Need for a Unified Arabic Definition of Adult Education

Noor El-Dean M. Abdel-Gawad

Associate Professor, Dept. of Education, College of Education,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstracl. Many authors who write in the field of adult education avoid defining its concept. Therefore,
this paper attempts to answer three major questions relating to this problem. First, why do authors always
avoid defining adult education. Second, what are the obstacles facing the achievement of a unified Arabic
definition of adult education? The thrid, is there a need for such a definition? and why?

However, 2 major group of writers prefer to deal with some aspects of adult education rather than its
concept because of the complexity of defining such a concept. The study exemplified six obstacles in this
concern: the newness of adult education as a science the multitude of terms without accurate definition,
the difficulty of defining the adult himself, the correlation between the concept of adult education and the
level of development in societies, the obscurity of the concept of adult education among the public, and
the diversity of institutions responsible for planning and implementing adult education programs.

Thus, the definition of adult education is an important issue, since it could determine the scope of this
field and its relationship to other fields, and facilitate contacts among researchers in adult education.
Therefore, the Arab countries -because of their cultural unity and the similarity of their educational prob-
lems - need to adopt a unifed definition of adult education.

The study suggests a definition that could be a basic for a unified Arabic definition of adult education.
[t also suggests that a wide discussion of this definition is required through a conference hold by the Arab
Board for Illiteracy and Adult Education.



