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Polynomials in High School Curricula

Saleh Al-Gwaiz

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Mathematical Sciences, King
Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals, Dhahran, Saudi

Arabia

This study criticizes the section on polynormials as it appears in the text for
the 12th grade of high school. The important subject of polynomialsis being
presented in an abstract manner where the emphasis is on the fact that the
set of all polynomials forms a commutative ring with identity. This algeb-
raic approach has resulted in emphasis on general fac(s like commutativity,
associativity, existence of the unit element and existence of additive
inverses... etc. On the other hand, many useful and important topics
related to polynomials like rational roots and properties of complex roots
of real polynomials 1ave been neglected.

The researcher discusses these issues and some suggestions are given
which he hopes will help in upgrading the quality of the mathematics cur-
riculum in our high school.



