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The Reality of Consolidation of Public Schools with Small Numbers of Students for
Improving the Efficiency of Educational Expenditure in Saudi Arabia

Fayez Abdulaziz Alfayez", and Abdullah Saad Alsadhan®
King Saud University & Ministry of education
(Received 23/04/2020; accepted 13/09/2020)

Abstract: The study aimed to diagnose the reality of consolidating the public schools with small number of students to improve the
efficiency of expenditure on public education. The descriptive survey was used in this study. The questionnaire and interview were used as
tools to collecting data from study population. A questionnaire was distributed to (268) members of school planning managers, their
assistants, and managers of education offices across the Kingdom, while the interview was with (14) experts and (3) members of the local
community whose schools were consolidated. The most important findings of the study were: The members of this study consider that the
consolidation of schools with a small number of students has highly contributed to the improvement of the efficiency of expenditure on the
consolidated schools, with response average of (3.51) out of (5) degrees. The most important element of improved expenditure efficiency
was “getting rid of all rented school buildings”. The most prominent challenge is resistance of the local community. The applying
consolidation alternatives is fairly appropriate. the consolidation, whether of two or more schools “an education complex™ is the best
alternative. Finally, the study provides some recommendations to improve the efficiency of expenditure on public education.

Key words: Schools Consolidation, Economics of education, Rationalization of spending, Small size schools.
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