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Al-Idrisi and His Geographic Contribution

Taha al-Farra, Ph. D.

Associate Professor, Dept. of Geography, College of Arts
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Qurs is an age of massive and very highly advanced knowledge. This know-
lege has developed through the ages by the efforts of a myriad of scientists
and very knowledpable people. Al-Idrisi was one of those scientists, who
contributed a great deal of knowledge to the field of geography. He wasa
Moslem scholar who was born in Morocco during the twelfth century A.D.

Al-Idrisi was able to visit different places through the world. He yisited
Spain, most of the countries around the Mediterranean Sea, the western
coasts of Europe, and the British Isles.

The fame of Al-Tdrisi reached skyhigh. Thus, it is no wonder that the
king of Sicily, Roger Il invited him to visit his kingdom. In Sicily, this scho-
lar was able to make a silver model of the globe, and to write a book about
the geography of the world.

Unfortunately for geopraphers, the silver model was lost or destroyed.
However, a full deseription of 1t is 5till at our disposal.

In addition to the abovemantioned geographic contributions, Al-Idrisi
wrole many books. One of those books was concerned with plants and
herbs. The title of that book was : “*The Book of Medicines”, and its intro-
duction showed that it contained the names of about one thousand two
hundred kinds of medicine.



